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26.06 2013
 Dear Friends,

Greetings. 

 A MATTER OF NATIONAL CONCERN AND SORROW

All of us are very shocked at the flood and avalanches leading to loss of lives in Uttarakhand one of the severest natural calamity India suffered. We express our grief and condolence to the families of those who lost their lives.  Barely a week after the World Environment Day’ and in a few days of AIFUCTO editorially sharing concerns over environmental degradation, nature has struck with terrible fury. We call upon all our members to join the national efforts to help the affected people. We shall take up the matter at the Baroda NEC meeting on 7th July, 2013 and decide the way we can help the victims.

Meeting with Sri MMP Raju, Hon’ble HRD Minister
You are aware of the consistent efforts taken by us to meet with the new HRD Minister Shri Pallam Raju. In line with the last NEC decision, we wrote to the Hon’ble Minister reminding him of our letter to meet him to discuss important issues. Finally the call did come and the Secretariat went fully geared to enlighten him.
The  meeting with Hon’ble minister took place on  12th June, 2013. The meeting was also attended by Sri.R.P.Sisodia, Joint Secretary; HRD (Higher Education).This was the first meeting between the Hon’ble Minister and the AIFUCTO leadership, and we could apprise the Minister of the extent and enormity of the issues impacting the lives of the members. The meeting was held in a cordial ambience.
Prof.Tarun Patra, the President and Prof.Asok Barman, the General Secretary led the delegation.National Secretaries – Prof.Jaya Gandhi, Prof.Jay Kumar,Prof.Rabi Roy and Prof.D.Kumar,Delhi Coordinator were in the AIFUCTO delegation.Prof. Madhu Paranjpe was in Delhi secretariat meeting to finalise the representation but had to rush back to Mumbai just before the meeting with the Minister receiving the sad news of her father passing away. We convey our condolence to the bereaved family.
The AIFUCTO leaders began by thanking Hon’ble Minister & Sri Sisodia for some good and welcome measures like the prompt payment of the reimbursement of arrears to the States which have placed their demand  in proper format; MHRD’s favourable intervention in extending the date of RC/OC and the proposed Rashtriya Uccatar Siksha Abhiyan , for which we pledged  our full support & cooperation.We also reiterated our commitment,  proven over the last five decades, to work for inclusive and quality education and professional accountability.
  The delegation sought intervention of Hon’ble Minister in a number of protracted problems faced by the teachers including the 1998 pay anomaly of denial of the higher start of Rs. 14940, senior Ph.D holders getting lower pay than their junior counterparts, inordinate delay in resolving the 6th pay and UGC Regulations anomalies, the impractabilty of PBAS, the plunder by private education providers and other issues. We referred to the extremely disturbing scenario arising out of thousands of vacant posts in all states and  the stubborn denial by the States to fill up the vacancies, and  the covert and  overt ban on appointment, rampant appointment of contractual teachers, part timers and guest lecturer who are paid very poor salaries and kept in suspended animation with  no security of  service.. The long delay in resolving the Ph.D regulation which has sent thousands of Ph.D. holders in pre-2009 regulations to extreme uncertainty was also raised. We once again emphasized the need for continued consultations with AIFUCTO on various policies and the constitution of an education commission. Please visit our website for the full text of the representation . It has also been printed in the June,2013 issue of Teachers’ Movement & was sent to all email ids with us.
First Secretariat meeting  in Delhi AIFUCTO office
 The General Secretary had been staying in the Delhi office (on rent) of AIFUCTO for some days.Other leaders reached Delhi on 11th/12th June, 2013 &the Secretariat held its meeting in our Delhi office for the first time .This was indeed an emotional & memorable experience for all the Secretariat members present in the meeting.  The meeting was held with the  agenda of finalizing the representation to the Hon’ble HRD Minister.The meeting lasted for hours.The Secretariat also reviewed the situations in states and our stand on all issues.

Prof.D.Kumar, Our Delhi Coordinator,Mrs.Prativa Kumari,wife of Prof.Kumar &his family took great care of the AIFUCTO leadership during all those days. We express sincere thanks to all of them.
Assam teachers’ contributions to Delhi office infrastructure
I am very happy & proud to inform you that a group of teachers of Assam belonging to Assam College Teachers’ Association generously donated the office equipments, air conditioner, refrigerator, an inverter, a computer with printer/scanner, TV and furniture for our Delhi office. I am overwhelmed and touched by their great love for AIFUCTO.
Friends, our next step is to own a flat in Delhi and I do believe that many teachers will rise to the occasion and donate generously for this purpose as we are  now getting our arrears from the central/state governments. That will be hour best respect to the glorious history of AIFUCTO.
UGC Regulations 2013

UGC has notified the revised regulation relating the appointments & promotions. Please visit our website to download the same and circulate among your members. All NEC members are requested to go through the Regulations and prepare observations to be presented in the next NEC meeting on 7th July, 2013 at Baroda.
 Meetings with UGC officials

The General Secretary held meetings with UGC officials regarding the outstanding issues including the Anomaly Committee  recommendations. He pointed out that the inordinate delay has created great uncertainty. Dr.Akhilesh Gupta,Secretary,UGC informed the General Secretary that they were ready with parts of Anomaly Committee recommendations for notification while the rest would be taken up soon. The general Secretary wanted to know the status of the Ph.D.regulation committee report and conveyed the AIFUCTO concern about the unnecessary and unacceptable stipulations in Ph.D.Regulations,2009.  Dr.Gupta assured to bring out the report soon.
Meetings with MHRD officers & payments of arrears
General Secretary met Sri. R.P.Sisodia, Joint Secretary (Higher Education), MHRD a number of times to discuss issues including the progress of payment of arrears to the state governments which had submitted the reimbursement claims in proper format.Sri Sisodia, once again, informed the General Secretary that they were ready to make the payments at the earliest.
  I would like to note that is spite of my repeated requests many of our state affiliates are not furnishing the details of the claim sent to HRD.
Payments of Golden Jubilee Contributions
 Though the payment of Golden Jubilee Contributions @ Rs. 20 per head was made compulsory after the Kanyakumari Conference it is most disappointing that most units have not yet made any payments. This is certainly a cause of great frustration to the leadership

We have three more Golden Jubilee programs to be organized-the production of a Golden Jubilee Program documentary, publication of a book and a national seminar in Delhi. I request all defaulting units to send the contributions immediately.
Membership payments for 2012 & 2013
I have already drawn your attention to the fact that most affiliates make membership payments at the statutory conference creating great financial stringency in the year of academic conference. Only 3 units have paid for 2013 while a handful affiliates have paid for 2012. I request all of you to bring your subscription to Baroda NEC meeting on 7th July, 2013.
Golden Jubilee celebrations in states
I am happy to present before you reports about the Golden Jubilee celebrations in predominantly rural areas of Bihar & Assam.However,I should also note here with great disappointment that a number of states have so far done nothing. This was an opportunity to involve the teachers, especially the younger ones, to know the relentless struggle of AIFUCTO for five decades, its achievements and  thus sensitize the teachers at the grassroots levels to the need of united struggle for the cause of teachers, the agenda in days to come, apart from paying tributes to our former leaders who made great sacrifices and have built the world’s largest teachers’ organization that have greatly improved our pay structure and service conditions.
Veer Kunwar Singh University(Service) Teachers’ Association, Ara-Bihar
The 4th Biennial conference of Veer KunwarSingh University (Service) Teachers’ Association, Ara (Bihar) and the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of AIFUCTO were held on 08th May 2013 at RadhakrishnanBhawan VKSU campus, Ara. 

On the occasion of the Conference and Golden Jubilee Celebration a seminar on “Higher Education in 12th Five Year Plan” was organized. A souvenir was published on the occasion which was released jointly by Dr. T.K.Patra and Dr. A.K.Barman, President and General Secretary, respectively of AIFUCTO. The program of the conference and golden jubilee celebration was inaugurated by Dr.Shreeram Singh, Vice-Chancellor VKSU ,Ara and presided over by DR. Birendra Kumar Singh, President VKUSTA. Dr. RabindraNath Roy, President, P.G. Teachers’ association welcomed the guests and the members of General Council of VKUSTA. 

Dr. A.K. Barman G. S. AIFUCTO outlined the story of AIFUCTO since its inception in 1962 at Varanasi, the role played and achievements reflected in the present status of teachers in the universities and the colleges of the country. He gave a call to the teachers to strengthen the organization from unit level to the AIFUCTO level and to ensure the democratic functioning of the organization. In this concept he has appreciated the functioning of VKUSTA which is holding its conference and electing its office leaders regularly within its constitutional tenure of a maximum period of 2 years 3 months.

DrTarunKumar Patra, president AIFUCTO described in detail the offensive unleashed by the central and state governments in the form of several bills presented in the parliament, curtailment of public funding in higher education and the negative impact of the  neo-liberal Policies pursued by different governments.  He gave a call to organize and oppose the policies of the central government and state govts which are detrimental to the growth of higher education in the country and against the people in general and the teachers in particular.

Prof. A. K. P. Yadav, former Vice-president of AIFUCTO, also the former secretary of FUSTAB presented the key note address on the theme of the seminar and outlined in detail, how the education system of the country is creating two systems; one for India for rich people and another for poor people living in Bharat. He advocated for a common school system which is the hallmark of even the advanced capitalist countries. 

The seminar session held with  the presidium of DR. B. K. Singh, Dr. R. N. Roy, Dr. Diwakar Pandey and Dr. N. N.Singh”Neeraj” was lively and more than half a dozen participants presented their papers and there was a very good discussion on the subject. Dr. V. P. Singh former General Secretary FUTAB and Secretary AIFUCTO Dr K. B. Sinha, working President FUTAB Dr. Akshyabat Singh, president BHUSTA, Prof Shambhu Prasad Singh, General Secretary BHUSTA, Prof Arun Kumar, and Secretary FUTAB greeted the conference and the golden jubilee celebration and graced the occasion.

Dr Arun Kumar Sinha, General secretary VKUSTA conducted the program of the conference, Golden Jubilee celebration and seminar.Dr Alok Kumar, Secretary P.G. Teachers’ association and DrA.K.Sinha G.S VKUSTA proposed the vote of thanks.
Nabajyoti College, Kolgachia, Barpetia-Assam

In response to the call given by the Assam College Teachers Association(ACTA) to celebrate the golden jubilee AIFUCTO at the Zonal level , the Barpeta Zonal committee comprising 15 colleges, observed the golden jubilee programme at Nabajyoti College, Kalgachia on 18th May,2013. The day long programme got underway with the hoisting of the flag by Prof Rana Kr Changmai,President,ACTA. Then floral tributes were paid at the martyrs’ column and it was initiated by Prof Asok Barman, General Secretary, and AIFUCTO.

                           In the AIFUCTO Golden Jubilee celebration program meeting, Prof Abdul Mannaf Sikdar, President , Barpeta Zonal  committee ACTA ,assumed the chair and Dr Shahjahan Ali Ahmed,Principal,Nabajyoti College delivered the welcome speech. Pankaj Kalita,Secretary ,Barpeta Zonal committee, conducted the felicitation programme. On this occasion four former presidents of Barpeta Zonal committee, ACTA were felicited as they have now retired from their services. They were Prof Sankar Chandra Das ,Prof Nurul Islam , Prof Bhogirah Nath and Prof Fazlur Rahman.Later, a condolence resolution was moved by the president to pay homage to the departed leaders of AIFUCTO and ACTA including late Dr Apurba Kumar Das , former vice President of the AIFUCTO.Prof Asok Barman recalled his long association with late Dr Das and paid profound tribute for the departed leader.

                          Prof Rana Kr Changmai inaugrated the AIFUCTO golden jubilee lecture and highlighted the role of ACTA and AIFUCTO in the teachers’ movement. He also appreciated the initiative taken by the Barpeta Zonal  committee of the ACTA in organising the AIFUCTO golden jubilee.

                         Prof Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO, delivered the Golden Jubilee speech. In his speech, Prof Barman dwelt upon at length on the history and achievements of the AIFUCTO during the last 50 years. He recalled the contributions of Prof Amiya Dasgupta, Prof Mrinmoy Bhattacharya, Prof.K.K Thekedath and others in building AIFUCTO movement- the largest of its kind in the world.He particularly highlighted the strength of AIFUCTO in ensuring the implementation of latest revised pay package without going for any cease work or strike.This has been made possible due to two earlier success full cease work by AIFUCTO and logical argumentation with persistent follow up with the MHRD.  From a very modest beginning in 1962 at Varanasi, AIFUCTO   is now the largest organization of college and university teachers of the world. It is the duty of the present generation to carry forward the legacy of AIFUCTO movement ,Prof Barman made an earnest appeal to the audience. He paid glowing tribute to the role of ACTA in AIFUCTO movement.The meeting also attended by, among others ,Dr Jayanta Barauah, Finance Secretary,ACTA, Dr Sultan Ali Ahmed, Organising Secretary, ACTA, Parag Barman, Office and Publicity Secretary, ACTA, Dr Babul  Chandra Das and Dr Swarnalata Das, CEC members ,ACTA.
Assam- ACTA Meeting with Sri Tarun Gogoi, Hon’ble Chief Minister
The leadership of ACTA,Assam along with the AIFUCTO General Secretary,Prof.Asok Barman met the Hon’ble  chief Minister of Assam,Sri Tarun Gogoi  and discussed various issues with special reference to the promotion of teachers.Sri. Gogoi, assured the delegation that the necessary steps would be taken in this regard.Prof. Barman thanked Hon’ble Chief Minister for the various measures taken up by the Assam Govt. in the interest of higher education & teachers.Prof. Rana Changmai,president,Prof.Biswajit Bhuyan ,General Secretary, Prof.Jayanta Baruah,Finance Secretary,Prof.Parag Barman & Prof. Sultan Ali,both Assistant Secretary, Prof.Himangshu Morol,Member,Executive Committee were present on behalf of ACTA leadership and made the presentation to the Chief Minister.
Historic agitation in Maharashtra
The Teachers belonging to the 10 non-agricultural universities in Maharashtra went on a boycott of all examination work since 4th February, 2013 as State Government failed to fulfil written assurances given in May 2012. This agitation led by the Maharashtra Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organisations (MFUCTO) lasted for 96 days. The Govt. held talks with MFUCTO on four occasions which remained completely unsatisfactory. The agitation was withdrawn on 10th May 2013 after the Govt. has given commitment on three major demands before the Hon’ble High Court. 

a) Demand: Regularisation of the NET/SET- affected teachers in Maharashtra appointed during September 1991 and March 2000 and counting of their service from the date of their regular appointment for all purposes as per the UGC orders exempting them from NET/SET qualification. The Govt. was compelled to commit that numerous adverse implications of the Cabinet decision regarding regularization of NET/SET affected teachers from the date of the GR (which will be issued within 2 weeks) are withdrawn and existing benefits will not be disturbed. Once the GR is issued, according to the Court Order, the MFUCTO is at liberty to approach Hon’ble High Court for a legal remedy.
b) Demand: Payment of 80 % of Arrears arising out of implementation of 6th pay recommendations as per MHRD orders. The Govt. had to commit that first instalment of Arrears was being released immediately and balance would be paid by 31 July 2013
c) With reference to granting benefit of fixation at 14940, Hon’ble High Court has categorically stated that Govt is bound to implement directions given by earlier judgements. 

While disposing off the Writ petition filed by the student organisation ABVP in relation to the agitation of MFUCTO, the Hon’ble High Court has sharply noted that delay in taking decision by the Govt. compelled the teachers to start the Boycott agitation. Arising out of this observation, for the first time the Hon’ble High Court has directed that by 31 July 2013 a Grievance Redressal Body should be set up. 
The most significant aspect of this agitation was the total failure of the government’s attempts to demoralise the teachers by sending notices through Joint Directors; stoppage of salaries, threats to take disciplinary actions and to invoke ESMA etc. Teachers throughout the state refused to be cowed down by this arm-twisting. The Media, especially electronic media has given wide coverage to our agitation, especially the stiff resistance by teachers in Mumbai; strongly siding with the teachers and condemning Govt and University of Mumbai. 

As of today, first instalment of arrears is released but salaries for March and April are not paid. The GR is likely to be issued soon. The MFUCTO which has emerged stronger and more united will take appropriate steps to bring justice to the teachers

Chennai College Teacher Union shows solidarity with the working class 
College and university teachers who survive by selling their intellectual power are the natural allies of the working class. The Association of University Teachers' Unit in Chennai Guru Nanak College has proved it again. The teachers, meeting under the banner of AUT, passed a resolution condoling the tragic demise of bus driver Narender Singh.

Narender Singh , of Ambala Bus Depot was a staunch trade union activist   and functioned as its local  unit treasurer. On Feb, 20, 2013 , in response to the All India  strike call, Narender Singh, struck work and was appealing to his fellow workers to join the strike and sit in dharna, when a  speeding bus ran over him, and killed him.

When news came , the AUT  unit of Guru Nanak College in Chennai , which too went on the two day strike, passed a condolence resolution .  They decided to contribute a small sum to the family of the slain comrade. 

In a meeting held last week , a cheque for Rs.13,000/ ( Rupees thirteen thousand) was handed over by Dr M V Arulalan, Chennai Zonal Chairman of the AUT  to Dr M Ravichandran, Vice President AIFUCTO for the family of Narendra Singh.
West  Bengal College Librarian Associations

General Secretary,AIFUCTO had a meeting with the leadership of WBCLA and discussed various issues related to the problems of librarians.The WBCLA expressed  thanks to the AIFUCTO continually taking care of the cause of librarians.They had drawn the attention of Prof. Barman to some of  the UGC orders where the principle of complete parity with teachers have not been maintained thereby depriving the librarians some opportunities.The general Secretary assured the leaders of taking up the matterand accordingly the matter was included in the representation to Sri.MMP Raju ,Hon’ble Minister ,HRD.we thank WBCLA for their valuable help in preparing the documents related to the matters of librarians.
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith- 
Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary visited Varanasi to meet the Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith Teachers’ Association to discuss various issues including the reimbursement of arrears by MHRD. All those who attended Varanasi Conference will always remember the warm hospitality of the hosts. Prof.Kashinath Singh,the Secretary of the organizing committee, who along with others worked very hard to make the Conference a great success was very ill for some time.Prof.Barman along with Prof.Ghanashyam Singh,former Vice President,AIFUCTO,Prof.Harish Chandra Singh,Secretary,MGKVTA visited Prof.Kashinath Singh,who is now better and recovering, discussed the latest developments.Prtof.Barman,on behalf of entire AIFUCTO fraternity wished him speedy recovery.
Thanks & regards

Asok Barman-General Secretary
Notice for NEC Meeting
010.05.2013
A NEC Meeting of AIFUCTO will be held in Vadodora (Baroda),Gujarat at Baroda University  on 07.07.2013 at 11-30 a.m.
Agenda

1. Confirmation of minutes of previous meeting.

2. Report of General Secretary

3.Statutory Conference-2013

4.FISE developments
4. Organizational matters.

5. Miscellaneous.

All members are requested to attend.
 Members may kindly contact hosts for any assistance-
1.Dr. II Pandya, President, BUTA: 09825328808

2.Dr.K.V.R Murthy, GS, BUTA, H/P 09327225568

3. Prof.Nikul Patel, Treasurer, 09429926405

Prof. Nikhil Deasai,Treasurer,AIFUCTO  has kindly agreed to provide the guidance to the hosts. His phone number is-02652355602

 A lecture program on the occasion of AIFUCTO Golden Jubilee will be organized at 10.A.M    (before the NEC meeting).

Asok Barman

General Secretary

